Bear Iiichard, 2/17/91 

perhaps thi3 is iaore a nemo to files them a letter to you. I had come to the end 

of a letter repodding to your note of the, 11th and was about to take a nap when a friend 

phoned by a forgotten prearrangement. His professional life is centered around his use of 

computers and like other of my friends he's wanted me to start awing them. So, he came and 

too)( me to his home and he concluded, as I had earlier from my inability to use an 

electronic portable that X liked very much, that it is impossible. I did learn, however, 

that if I ever get to where for any reason or combination of reasons I am reduced to (Hne- 

py 

finger" and much slower typing _ can on-finger use a computer. So, I didn't finish the 
letter to you. 

Our system with booh orders is that ail does the paperwork, selects and stacks the 
books ordered, with labels, and while looking at the evening TV news I make the packages 1 ,’ 
She had a bad day yesterday, was late with getting the orders set up for me to 
package, and X did not get to them, da arising this morning and sitting and drinking my 
first cup of coffee X saw at the top an order I remembered, having thought from the return 
address that it was not an order byt correspondence. It had been both, so I'd written the 
letter to go with the order. T/je man had referred to something I'd mentioned in one of the 
books, I've forgotten which, that I planned a book titled "Tiger to Hide," This, oddly, 
had also coiae up in conversation with the friend of the computers. 

As 1 thought of this I also remembered having told you tlpat my files hold much that 
can be of use or in some instances perhaps valuable. 

V/hen I wrote Whitewash I did not anticipate or plan any additional writing on the 
JFK assassination. During the long time I tried to get it published I was collecting in- 
formation on the "Tiger to Hide " book and I still have much of it. What 1 don t have is 

r» 

whatever Howard Hoffman, then a brilliant young student and a friend about whom we felt as 
a son may not have returned. Last - 1 - heard of Howard, whojf started spending parts of 
summers with us when he was in high school, he waws was general counsel of Lucas films 
and planning to make professional changes. 

Tiger was to have been a book on the Kennedy presidency, centering on wh^t I suppose 

I am alone in thinking and speaking of as the Cuba, not Cuban, Missile Crisis,, with the 

jL&'im. 

shbtitle , The Untold Story of the Cuba Idssile brisis. It then was and to a degree still 
Utw+vt/o 1 

iS|| But in international conferences what is coming out is confirmation of my spot analysis 


In the CSS, although I w,;s used for trouble-shooting investigations and different 
kinds of analyses, all going back to the series of artilces exposing Nasi cartels I did 
when I was the YJashington correspondent of what was then the third largest picture maga- 
zine, Click, Jdinenberg-owned , I was never a spook. I was an anlyst and researcher. In my 
first civilian job in OBL I was used to do what the UiDs who comprised most of the ataff 
could not do and often didn't thenk of. They were all area specialist, fa tin america. I did 


not even read Spanish. I was in the part of OSS transferred to State and was in State 

intelligence for soxae years, until I was fired in a pogrom and led the defense of the" 

mostly-Jews fired. We were the first major security so-called, firings, and to the best 

of my knowledge at least the first to win eeen though fired undelr the McCarran Rider, 

/ ^ 

which said we could be fired for no reason at ail. / %v 

1 rom all of these experiences and the observations x made during that period of my 
life I reached mai^y (jonclaaloi^^dn^ is tliat the president is often the least honestly and 


fully informed 


r » tliat he becomes the captive of his advisers. 


X got to. OSS because I got the mumps once when I went over the hill, Army slang, 

. „ , Crovn ear A/jh#,. i/a. 

if you were not ever in the military, ior going absent without xeav&v^ Pwas being gypped 
out of what was mine as a matteer of rigjil^, a furlough on returning from oversea^ and 
had gone over the hill to visit with ^il.fl/fe drove up to see her family and a nephew, 
noWa grandfather, then a boy, had, unknown, the mumps. I got back to inhere my detachment 
was just in time for some of the boys to extend their hands io .1 could get onto the 
trailer o^ a large vanp^ype tractor-trailer taking us to the railroad station. Where we 
were sent it suburban Baltinore and when the Army doctors, inspired by the first £ 


over the hill again, was told by the. family doctor I had the mumps, phonM the MPs and I 

( SE« ) A' 

wound up in Walter Ai eed hospital. Where for the firt tine the karmy, after about four 
months, recognized that I had the bi nU back with which I entered the /drmy, h td vision 

A V. '.t, 

probeflms , sent me to the Military District of Washington personnel office, where the 

personnel office immediately decide ; tuat tne place he did not identify by n«ma was the 

place for me. I guessed, told a friend there, who'd been the editor of Click, K. Robert 

Rogers, and his Division, Presentation, asked MDW to assign me there. 

Perhaps I'm rambling abit but I thiiik what xi folows may be on interest. 

Tne first jo^ awaiting me when my security was cleared waS known inside OSS as 

"The Baris dase . " Four men who'd volunteered for an almost cdrtain-deatn behind Nazi 

'/ 

line in fv-ance had been, General Donovan believed, framed by the MPs. all bus fine lawyers 

had failed in their defense, their appeals had been exhausted, and based on my p«;?t the 

job awaited me. Without going outijsde OSS, without even visiting the nearby scene of the 

crime, using only the records made inside OSS, mostly by those famous lawyers Gone of whom 

G-e/d o -e rti j ) f d snout*) 


was later a Supreme °ourt Justice , "another engineered tne Francis u ary Powers of U-2 fame 

'\ A 

swap and the return of the Day of Pigs prisoners), I put togethdr the case that hsJ those 
men freed in six weeks. It gave me a bit of a reputation. 

•‘■t almost gut whitewash published by Daviu McKay. In mid-1965. 

I gave my name to the receptionist, said I'd like to speak to the managing ysHortr 
editor, and I 'heard a voice call, 'J^en d him in." I was inter introduced to Howard Cady and 
he asked, "are dbtaTyou the Harold. Weisberg of the Paris case?" MXct - J 
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He went for the idea imraedoately, foftr the manuscript when he read it, but Iirs. 
Hawson, he later told me. killed the book. %Ls, strangely, despite the fact that 
* McKay distributed for Ivan Obolenskyy and their salesmen had an advance order, without 
any advertising, for 39, OCX) copies before ^ turned the" n ms^xii mid^ebruary, 1965. 

I had credentials with °ady and I suppose I've wandered into this as 

credentials for an area of expertise strange to you. 

“hen it became clear that there would be no stopping the military helicopters 
that were ruining our chicken farming just when we had gotten to be famous and success- 
ful in that filed, having won all the iirst prizes for raising and even cooking and burbe— 
xui gg them, I had to think of what as a middle-aged man I cbuld do for us to make a living. 

Having been framed by the Dies CnAmerioan Committee, as you may notnknow, and having 
done the impossible, mdde possible by J[dl as alsecsdtd Ttruly great *%ti Hari when i wasn't 
even i n town, I took the grand jury away from the USAttorney and it refused to indicts 

me and I actually go/ the Dies agent charged with two felonies. Dies copped a plea for 

/ 

him hut X was cleared. That and defeating the nazi— minded inside State in the ea^rly days 
of the red®e*rscared, before Hc^arthy , precluded my going back to Congressional or exec- 
utive-branch employment. So, it was writing. 

i 

I d planned a book on the Die s committee but when I loaned whatever they wanted to 

the Hollywood <A 'en for them to use in their defense, the one a friend who'd worked for the 

Senate Civil £iberties committee with me brough^Dmytryk, turned out to be a fink and I 

A 

mar never got all that ressearch bask. I lated located him and my files hold his letter 
claiming to gave no r4collecton at all. The bastard gave them to the FBI or the Dies nazis. 

Some carbon copies of what had never been done remained and Dave V/rone, at Wisconsin 
had them. I gtG three women with typewriters to copy all the Dies expenditures from the 
then public, 0 -s ^ knew, records of the clerk of the House. After I did that to them they 
changed the rules! This,Jgy the way, is really what got me off. I found that the gjfy who 
framed me was in Dies employ, covered by falsely paying Mm as a witness. Ajul. 

I stried collecting information for a book titled "Aesop in the State department.” 
Wrone also lias some of the clippings for that book. I remember one part, from the Washing- 
ton Host, a different paper in those days, reflecting the fact that our military had 
•ectUCaf-ej 

trained and indoctrinated a goodly percentage of those who later became Latin American 
dictators. 

I had research sowing t’iat some of our militsry were trying to set up an invasion 

of Cuba. i ou may remember when j5arry Goldwater. was sounding off about invading Cuba? That 

hnji - Jets 

came from an unsuccessful military effiort begun fer thehapture of three C u ban fishing boat*. 
It didn' t work. Ctm cjMs-fheriffi. 

I had won the first suit against the army for their helicopters ng us and 

in this fiX a new precedent , the property owner ' s ownership of the air > -space above his 
ptbperty as part of the Constitutional right to own property. I'd readied an agreement 
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at the Pentagon with all the services, arranged, believe it or not, at the direction of 
the Secretary of defense , and under this agreement, which the Army then unilaterally broke, 
was engaged in the orderly liquidation of our farming when we had The Cuba Missile Crisis. 

iia later with the JFK case, I had a reporting background with no deadlines 
reporters have, so jf had time to think, and I had my State background which with my OSS 
experiences and the knowldge from both to help me think and I was still engaged in think- 
ing it through, having just about reached my conclusions, when, on a Wednesday, my deli- 
very day in Washington, I got to the then office of this same M. Soger ■‘ t ogeVs , then the 
director of the National Symphony. When I took fefhat he'd ordered the week before in, he 
got up, closed the door, and said words to the effect, suppose you we^/te were still my 
Washington correspondent^ and I asked you to explain this, to do a story on it, ehat 
would you say? I then told him what I later titled, Tiger to hide- that Khruschev had put 
his missilds in ^uba to give Kennedy the cbgri.ce between peace and war, because as was known 
and has been forgotten, as tue had phs? mutual&Lefense treaties with those who could not 
in any way help defend the US, the USSR had a siniJar arrangement iwith^the Cubans, that 
Haul w astro and Che Guevara had gone to Moscow that June and invoked it, that if the USSR 
did not live up to its agreement it would be a great disaster for it, tliat it was im- 
possible for the USSR to defend Buba in any military war, so there was only one solution 

that occjred to Khruschev, to p a»ffLio pass the buck to JFK. 1% then I was certain that 

, . , ... , , , Ut ftu 

he had gone outside normal channels, which mean* he did not risk letting his diplomats do 

it and used a man in the embassy he trifrfced, probably KGB, to use Joiy4cali, thety of 1 


ABC News and a dumdum, as his channel, with an/ offer to take his misslies out if JFK 
n Cubt / m </ a-?/ 

P 9 noised not to iqjbade Cuba. There were indications that this^was in the oworks despite 

JFK's neither wanting nor knowing about it. J fa 

-j TV 1 r 

^ his followed JiK 1 s speech<rnd the disclosure of those U-2 pgituresj. JFK rejected 

that and ^hriifcch^T responded by going public with his nexx proposal, so it was getting 

into newspaper^ offices and government agency .wire-3ervioe tickers while it was being 

announced in Moscow, j»6 remove his misslies if we tool: ours out of Turkey. 

^John McCone w^ then head of CIA. His obit in yesterday' s Washongton B©Post says 

that this was the solution, ay revisionists have been saving in»e recent years, it was 

b 

not. As Khruschev knew, JFK would lose face if he agreed. B 0 by Kennedy formulated the 

A 

solution. He expanded the guarantee the US would give from promising not to invade Cuba^ 


into guaranteeing Cuba against any invasion, a guaranteed the USSR could name rnnke but 

C*64. 

what he and JFK decided**!. w £ ■ • ne?.' necessary to world peace. 

If did prevent World War III. 


It alsb made a different President of JiK^tedd his American University speech of 
June 1.1)65, for example , and remember thqt he initiated and negotiated the first agreement 
looking to w q^l cdi/tpweard peace with the USU?P, the limited test-band agreement. 

as we can't trust war to the military, we can't trust xihsitrory to the historians. 
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In af&eus historian Athur Schles^inger' s book on the JFK presidencey you will 
find words I'^e never seen used elsewhere, including by him. In me serving A«rill tiarri- 
man to do the negotiating A? told him, "I have cash bn deposit in Germany. Use it if you 
must." I think he was spaing that if Harriman felt he had to, to nego tiatijfttMTO away. 

When Sehlesinger's book anchor ensen' s and a number of lengthy articles by others 
involved, ioke Hoger ^Llsrnan, of State, I think then head of intelligence there, and 

Ci C'C M ^ 

others cane out, I made «sTangry, pejorative and faulted in many other watfnotes and 
marked the articles up to attract my attention to those words and passages when I got to 
writing tjjat book. It did confirm my analysis and those people never did understand what 
was going on. They all began captives of the cold war and^jey thought in those terms only. 

With two exceptions, until at the very end, when incineration was impending, Bobby 
understood, and this comes from the above sources, which did not give it this interpre- 
tation* filly two of those to whom JFK turned to for advice had any understanding. One 
was kdlai Stevenson at the Uil, and he was defamed and almost ruined forever by the 
others, af/d McOone, who soon had his mind changed by the professionals inj/the QIA; all 
of whome were cold warriors. 

j^iave to suspend now but so I won</t forget, at the time of the gulf of Tonkin 
incident, as I had earlier with such things as the capture of those °uban fishing botas, 

I made and have an analysis from what was contemporanoe contemporaneously available, and 
by this I mean a contemporaneous anaylsis, while it was actaully aliening, that was later 
confirmed from official records, as in Joe Goulden's book on that crisis, that the J*eo 
whole thing was ffaked by our mi fitary. 

Ot, this was in pui&uance of what one of his general* once blurted out to JFK, 
the military was looking for a way of getting into a war on the China mainland. I think 
this also is in less blunt language in 3chlesinger„ ' s book. He says that JFK was so stunned 
he said not a word but terminated that meeting by just standing up. 

% recollection ^jay not be accurate butjt I think the general was neliay, the head 
of the air-Force and possiiblijf then top dog. "e later wan for office in as 

an extreme right-winger. 

I'm beginning to lose myself but I think you cun see that our system of govern- 
ment has changed to where the president is captive to his advisers and, as I aay in 
my JFK writing, all of the institutions of our society fail: in all our times of great crisis. 

As they have so that we now are at war in the Persian gulf. 

Can we always luck out with® only napy deaths and injuries to all sides, with a 
national debt that really me.ns we are alweady bankrupt? 

It was easy to see what impended in these terms long ago. I remember telling 
friends' like our local history professor friend jerry Ai cKnight, what there was tall: of 
i eddy Kennedy running against °arter, that I hoped he wouldn't because it was inevitable 



that unimaginable disaster impended^ that one of ~he few men who might then be able to draw 
the country together was ^'eddy and that aj ^ pr esident he would have lost that 
possibility later when we were hit with this crisis. If he lost he might not have the 


possibility, I reasoned, and iM he won he also would be captive and would not be able to 

y (Xyl4 

halt ifchat was clearly inevitable has is coining to pass * 

Later; When my friend Vincent Mooney, J r. , yesterday asked me why I do not use a com- 
puter one-finegered I told him I feared my mind works too rapidly .and becTAuse I'd be 
flowed down in t/jjj tt an t ± feared I'fl get confined in my thinking and would 
forget and lose my thoughts, fjjoing the foregoing took an hour andiTthree quarters 
or less,, 

2/l9 a few touches you may find amusing. On 2, it was after the working day and the one 

who answered the phone was the Commanding General of all the MPsi He sent, no less, a 
r> j-n ^ v r/LiJiziLs, HuCaddf 

Cadillac ambulance/ I suppose^ kept on hand for bi^shots. after this de lux transpotation 
to the hospital, X was told to walk to the ward to which X was assigned and then climb 
three very long flights of stairs. If you do not know, this is the worst possible" thing 
for a man with mumps. He should be off his feet. The complications, which did not hit me, 
can include sterilization. The Array did not give me that test. I had it npde privately. 

Alter ab&uljfour months of ^fegitating I arranged to be reassigned by ^telling the 
doctor in charge of my case that if he did not arrange it I'd buck for a Sectiubn 8, a 
lotahs paychological/ psychiatric discharge, by acting nuts. When 1 did, he a^Lughed and 
made the arrangements. Still remember his name; Col. Fred Gashay. 

From 3 I also worked in the Senate's similar files, esp. of political contributions 
*£P-tv min uns’ /v 

and payments. £5f whatx leered there I gave Jack ^pivack, of whom you may have heard, 
what he j/ued to expose ^he fascist Fr. Charles Coughlin, in "^He Shrine of the 

Silver Dollar." 

Jim Lesar has the evidehtiarjt hearings transcripts and will get ttopxeroxed for 
me. 11-12 volumes. I think only the last was a half -day. 

Helen finally found a set of ray 79-1996 notes made as I received those records from 
the FBI. When I was able to compel them to speed it up, as * now recall, the notes tended 
to be more lawsuit oriented. I've just began to read them instead of a book when I waken. 
Some great stuff in them, believe i^el I'n going to^ send the first page to David to add to 
his understanding that the FBI may not he guite the same in the halcon X case. Best, 



